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1 So in original. 

ning September 17 and ending September 23 of 
each year as Constitution Week, and to issue an-
nually a proclamation inviting the people of the 
United States to observe such week in schools, 
churches, and other suitable places with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

(Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 875, 70 Stat. 932.) 

§ 160. National Defense Transportation Day; 
proclamation; designation; observance 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested annually to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third Friday of May of each 
year as National Defense Transportation Day, 
and urging the people of the United States, in-
cluding labor, management, users, and inves-
tors, in all communities served by any of the 
various forms of transportation by land, by sea, 
and by air, to observe this occasion by appro-
priate ceremonies which will give full recogni-
tion to the importance to each and every com-
munity and the people thereof of our transpor-
tation system and the maintenance of its facili-
ties in the most modern state of adequacy to 
serve our needs in times of peace and in national 
defense. 

(Pub. L. 85–32, May 16, 1957, 71 Stat. 30.) 

§ 161. National Safe Boating Week 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to proclaim annually the 
the 1 seven day period ending on the last Friday 
before Memorial Day as ‘‘National Safe Boating 
Week’’. 

(Pub. L. 85–445, June 4, 1958, 72 Stat. 179; Pub. L. 
96–376, § 9, Oct. 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 1510; Pub. L. 
103–206, title III, § 318(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2427.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 substituted ‘‘the seven day pe-

riod ending on the last Friday before Memorial Day’’ 

for ‘‘week commencing on the first Sunday in June’’. 
1980—Pub. L. 96–376 substituted authorization for 

proclamation of a National Safe Boating Week com-

mencing on the first Sunday in June for prior author-

ization of such Week during week including July 4. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Section 318(b) of Pub. L. 103–206 provided that: ‘‘This 

section [amending this section] is effective January 1, 

1995.’’ 

RECITAL CLAUSES 

Pub. L. 85–445 upon which this section is based con-

tained several ‘‘Whereas’’ clauses reading as follows: 
‘‘Whereas our people in increasing numbers are tak-

ing part in boating activities on the waters of our Na-

tion, with more than twenty million expected to par-

ticipate during 1958; and 
‘‘Whereas safety is essential for the full enjoyment of 

boating; and 
‘‘Whereas many lives can be spared and injuries and 

property damage avoided by safe boating practices; and 
‘‘Whereas it is proper and fitting that national atten-

tion should be focused on the need for safe boating 

practices * * *.’’ 

§ 162. Loyalty Day 

The 1st day of May of each year is designated 
as Loyalty Day and is to be set aside as a special 

day for the reaffirmation of loyalty to the 
United States of America and for the recogni-
tion of the heritage of American freedom; and 
the President of the United States is authorized 
and requested to issue a proclamation calling 
upon officials of the Government to display the 
flag of the United States on all Government 
buildings on such day and inviting the people of 
the United States to observe such day, in 
schools and other suitable places, with appro-
priate ceremonies. 

(Pub. L. 85–529, July 18, 1958, 72 Stat. 369.) 

§ 163. National Forest Products Week 

The seven-day period beginning on the third 
Sunday of October in each year is designated as 
National Forest Products Week, and the Presi-
dent is requested to issue annually a proclama-
tion calling upon the people of the United States 
to observe such week with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. 

(Pub. L. 86–753, Sept. 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 898.) 

§ 164. Law Day, U.S.A.; designation; proclama-
tion; observance 

The first day of May of each year is hereby 
designated as Law Day, U.S.A. It is set aside as 
a special day of celebration by the American 
people in appreciation of their liberties and the 
reaffirmation of their loyalty to the United 
States of America; of their rededication to the 
ideals of equality and justice under law in their 
relations with each other as well as with other 
nations; and for the cultivation of that respect 
for law that is so vital to the democratic way of 
life. 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue a proclamation call-
ing upon all public officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all government buildings 
on such day and inviting the people of the 
United States to observe such day with suitable 
ceremonies and other appropriate ways, through 
public bodies and private organizations as well 
as in schools and other suitable places. 

(Pub. L. 87–20, Apr. 7, 1961, 75 Stat. 43.) 

§ 165. National Poison Prevention Week 

The President is authorized and requested to 
issue annually a proclamation designating the 
third week in March as National Poison Preven-
tion Week, to aid in encouraging the American 
people to learn of the dangers of accidental poi-
soning and to take such preventive measures as 
are warranted by the seriousness of the danger. 

(Pub. L. 87–319, Sept. 26, 1961, 75 Stat. 681.) 

§ 166. National Transportation Week 

The President of the United States is re-
quested and authorized to officially proclaim an-
nually the week in May of each year in which 
falls the third Friday of that month as National 
Transportation Week, and to issue a proclama-
tion inviting the people of the United States to 
observe such period with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities, as a tribute to the men and 
women who, night and day, move goods and peo-
ple throughout our land. 
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(Pub. L. 87–449, May 14, 1962, 76 Stat. 69.) 

§ 167. Peace Officers Memorial Day 

The President is authorized and requested to 
issue proclamations (1) designating May 15 of 
each year as Peace Officers Memorial Day in 
honor of the Federal, State, and municipal offi-
cers who have been killed or disabled in the line 
of duty, (2) directing the officials of the Govern-
ment to display at halfstaff the flag of the 
United States on all Government buildings on 
such day, as provided by section 175(m) of this 
title, (3) designating in each year the calendar 
week during which such May 15 occurs as Police 
Week, in recognition of the service given by the 
men and women who, night and day, stand guard 
in our midst to protect us through enforcement 
of our laws, and (4) inviting the governments of 
the States and communities and the people of 
the United States to observe such day and week 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities, in-
cluding the display at halfstaff of the flag of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 87–726, Oct. 1, 1962, 76 Stat. 676; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXII, § 320922(a), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2131.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 added cl. (2), redesignated former 

cls. (2) and (3) as (3) and (4), respectively, and in cl. (4), 

inserted ‘‘, including the display at halfstaff of the flag 

of the United States’’ after ‘‘activities’’. 

§ 168. National School Lunch Week 

The seven-day period beginning on the second 
Sunday of October in each year is designated as 
National School Lunch Week, and the President 
is requested to issue annually a proclamation 
calling on the people of the United States to ob-
serve such week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

(Pub. L. 87–780, Oct. 9, 1962, 76 Stat. 779.) 

§ 169. Wright Brothers Day 

The 17th day of December of each year is here-
by designated as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’, in 
commemoration of the first successful flights in 
a heavier than air, mechanically propelled air-
plane, which were made by Orville and Wilbur 
Wright on December 17, 1903, near Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina. The President is authorized and 
requested to issue annually a proclamation in-
viting the people of the United States to observe 
such day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

(Pub. L. 88–209, Dec. 17, 1963, 77 Stat. 402.) 

§ 169a. Save Your Vision Week 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue annually a proclama-
tion designating the first week in March of each 
year as ‘‘Save Your Vision Week’’, and inviting 
the Governors and mayors of State and local 
governments of the United States to issue simi-
lar proclamations. The President is further re-
quested to consider including in such proclama-
tion an invitation calling upon the press, radio, 
television, and other communications media, 
the health care professions and all other agen-

cies and individuals concerned with programs 
for the improvement of vision to unite during 
such week in public activities to impress upon 
the people of the United States the importance 
of vision to their own welfare and that of our 
country, and to urge their support of programs 
to improve and protect the vision of Americans. 

(Pub. L. 88–242, Dec. 30, 1963, 77 Stat. 629.) 

§ 169b. American Heart Month 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue annually a proclama-
tion (1) designating February as American Heart 
Month, (2) inviting the Governors of the States 
and territories of the United States to issue 
proclamations for like purposes, and (3) urging 
the people of the United States to give heed to 
the nationwide problem of the heart and blood 
vessel diseases, and to support all essential pro-
grams required to bring about its solution. 

(Pub. L. 88–254, Dec. 30, 1963, 77 Stat. 843.) 

§ 169c. Leif Erikson Day 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to officially proclaim October 9 in each year 
as Leif Erikson Day. 

(Pub. L. 88–566, Sept. 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 849.) 

§ 169d. White Cane Safety Day 

The President is hereby authorized to issue 
annually a proclamation designating October 15 
as White Cane Safety Day and calling upon the 
people of the United States to observe such day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

(Pub. L. 88–628, Oct. 6, 1964, 78 Stat. 1003.) 

§ 169e. Steelmark Month 

The month of May of each year is hereby des-
ignated as ‘‘Steelmark Month’’ in recognition of 
the tremendous contribution made by the steel 
industry in the United States to the national se-
curity and defense of our country. The President 
is requested to issue a proclamation calling 
upon all people of the United States for the ob-
servance of such month with appropriate pro-
ceedings and ceremonies. 

(Pub. L. 89–703, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1099.) 

§ 169f. National Hispanic Heritage Month 

The President is hereby authorized and re-
quested to issue annually a proclamation des-
ignating the 31-day period beginning September 
15 and ending on October 15 as ‘‘National His-
panic Heritage Month’’ and calling upon the 
people of the United States, especially the edu-
cational community, to observe such month 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

(Pub. L. 90–498, Sept. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 848; Pub. 
L. 100–402, § 1, Aug. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 1012.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–402 substituted ‘‘31-day period begin-

ning September 15 and ending on October 15’’ for ‘‘week 

including September 15 and 16’’, ‘‘Heritage Month’’ for 

‘‘Heritage Week’’, and ‘‘such month’’ for ‘‘such week’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 100–402 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by section 1 [amending this section] 


